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News Brief 
 

 The Cabinet has approved a proposal for the formation of Bangladesh Communication Satellite 

Company Limited. The company will operate the country's first-ever Bangabandhu Satellite-1. The approval 

came from the regular weekly meeting of the Cabinet held yesterday at the Bangladesh Secretariat with 

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the chair. The company will be formed with the authorised capital of Tk 

5,000 crore. The Cabinet also gave the final approval to the draft of 'The Seeds Bill, 2017' to make the 

existing law more time-befitting. 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said the Supreme Court's (SC) verdict on the 16th constitutional 

amendment proved that the country's judiciary is independent. Talking to her cabinet colleagues at the 

cabinet meeting yesterday, she asked them not to express resentment over the SC verdict. The Supreme 

Court upheld the High Court verdict that declared illegal the 16th amendment to the Constitution establishing 

Parliament's authority to remove Supreme Court judges. 

 President Md. Abdul Hamid has urged Uganda to adopt Bangladesh's agricultural technologies to 

improve its own agriculture. He made the urge when outgoing Ugandan High Commissioner to Bangladesh 

Elizabeth Paula Napeyok paid a farewell call on him at Bangabhaban yesterday. During the meeting, the 

Ugandan envoy lauded the present socioeconomic development of Bangladesh and expressed her utmost 

eagerness to share this experience and progress techniques for her own country.  

 Labour Counsellor at Bangladesh High Commission in Kuala Lumpur Md Sayedul Islam yesterday told 

the media that there is no reason for Bangladeshis getting scared. Undocumented workers can now get 

themselves legalized through the rehiring programme until December. 'Bangladeshis should immediately 

avail the opportunity,’ he said. Mr. Saydul said that massive campaigns have been launched in Malayasia 

through distribution of leaflets and posters to motivate the undocumented Bangladeshis to get themselves 

legalized under the rehiring programme. The labour counsellor also said that he already had visited about 

900 companies in Malaysia informing Bangladeshis about the rehiring programme. 

 Bangladesh is on the right track to operate Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant following guidelines from 

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), said its Director General Yukiya Anano after visiting the plant 

site yesterday. IAEA will continue support for Bangladesh to ensure highest safety and security in the 

country's first nuclear power plant, the IAEA Chief added. 

 Foreign Minister A H Mahmood Ali yesterday said Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has added the 

dimension of technology to her father's dream and Bangladesh today is certainly poised to become the 'Sonar 

Bangla' of Bangabandhu's dream. He was addressing the US Independence Day Reception at the US 

Embassy. 

 Myanmar's National Security Adviser Thaung Tun has emphasised the need for enhancing cooperation 

between Bangladesh and Myanmar in the security sector. Mr. Thaung Tun expressed the desire during his 

meeting with Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali in Dhaka on Sunday. The Foreign Minister reiterated 

Bangladesh's desire for developing a relationship of trust and mutual benefit with the neighbours. 

 State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam has said Bangladesh can significantly contribute to the 

development and prosperity of India as Dhaka's relationship with New Delhi is surely at its best in decades. 

He made the comments while presenting a keynote paper at the two-day 8th round of the India-Bangladesh 

Friendship Dialogue in Guwahati on Sunday.  

 The Bangladesh Economic Zones Authority yesterday issued the pre-qualification licence to Nitol-

Niloy Group for developing an economic zone in Kishoreganj. The Kishoreganj Economic Zone is expected 

to create jobs for 15,000 people within five years following its commercial operation.  

 A consortium of five Chinese banks offered to invest US$1.8 billion in developing a 1320mw coal-fired 

power plant in seaside Banskhali Upazila in Bangladesh's southeastern Chittagong district. Senior officials 

of the Chinese banks expressed their willingness to put their funds in the joint venture power project at a 

meeting held at Bangladesh Bank in Dhaka Monday.  

 The key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, DSEX, advanced by 1.26 per cent, or 71.75 points, to close at 

5,726 points on Monday. 
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